
Family Essay types 

Evaluate the contribution of…

- Marxists 

- Functionalists/New Right

- Feminists 

- Postmodernist

Evaluate the view

- Gender roles and relationships are more equal 

- The nuclear family is in decline 

- Increased family diversity means the family is losing it’s functions

- Childhood is disappearing 

- the position of childhood has changed over the last 50 years

- that an ageing population causes problems for society

- greater family diversity has been causes by changes in social policy 

- social policy over the last 30 years has been directed at reinforcing the nuclear family  



Evaluate the contribution of Functionalists to our understanding of family(20) 

Introduction –
overview of 

functionalist ideas 
on family 

Socialisation

Stabilising 
adult 

personality 

Murdock’s 
Functions 
of Family 

Biological 
Division of 

Labour 

Evolution 
of the 

family –
Functional 

Fit

Conclusion



Evaluate the contribution of Marxists to our understanding of family(20) 

Introduction –
overview of Marxist 

ideas on family 

Socialisation 
into 

capitalist 
norms and 

values
Cushioning 
effects of 

work

Ideological 
function 
of family

Family is unit 
of 

Consumption 

Evolution 
of the 

family –
Engels

Conclusion



Evaluate the contribution of Feminists to our understanding of family(20) 

Introduction –
overview of 

Feminist ideas on 
family 

Socialisation 
into 

patriarchal 
society

Women are 
slaves of 

wage slaves

Domestic 
labour 

Domestic 
Violence

Changes to 
social 
policy 

Conclusion



Evaluate the contribution of Post-modernity to our understanding of family(20) 

Introduction –
overview of post 
modern ideas on 

family 

Differences 
in Structure 

of Family

Greater 
Family 

Diversity

Rise of 
Fictive 

Families 

Personal 
Life 

perspective

Life Cycle 

Conclusion



Evaluate the view that gender roles and relationships are more equal (20) 

Introduction –
overview of 

biological division 
of labour

Symmetrical 
Family 

Rise of 
Feminism –

more 
women 
working 

Greater 
uncertainty 
in relation-

ships

Division of 
labour in 

home – Dual 
Burden, 

Triple shift 

Decision 
making 

Conclusion
Gender roles and relationships are 

becoming more equal but it depends 
on the structure of the family –

depends on class, ethnicity, 
generations



Evaluate the view that the nuclear family is in decline(20) 

Introduction –
overview of 

biological division 
of labour

Yes – but it 
shouldn’t be 
– New Right

No –
Functiona-
list views

Yes – Rise 
of different 

family 
types 

Yes –
Feminism 

Yes –
greater 
family 

Diversity -
POMO

Conclusion
Neo-conventional family has replaced 

nuclear family as the norm 



Evaluate the view increased family diversity means the family is losing its functions 

Introduction –
overview of 

biological division 
of labour

Yes – New 
Right

No – Neo 
Convention

-al family

Yes –
privatisation 

of family

No –
functions 

being 
performed 
by fictive 
families

No – Single 
parent 

families can 
perform 

functions

Conclusion
Range of functions are still performed 
by the family, but in a modern global 

society more functions are being 
performed by other institutions, such 

as media and NHS



Evaluate the view that Childhood is disappearing (20) 

Introduction –
overview of 

different 
approaches

Increased 
pressure on 

children 

Toxic 
Childhood 

Boomerang 
kids 

Differences 
in 

childhood 
experience

Western 
childhood 
is a social 
construct

Conclusion



Evaluate the view that the position of childhood has improved over the last 50 years(20) 

Introduction –
overview of ideas 

on childhood

Child-
centred 
Society

Less 
children 

being born

Class and 
gender 

difference

Western 
childhood 
become 
global

Changes to 
social 
policy

Conclusion



Evaluate the claim that an ageing population causes problems for society (20) 

Introduction –
increased life 

expectancy and 
reduced birth rate 
has impacted on 

average age

Dependency 
Ratio

Changes in 
law 

Changes 
to social 
services 

and 
education

Greater 
acceptance 
of ageing

Changes in 
housing 

Conclusion



Evaluate the claim that social policy has caused greater family diversity (20)

Introduction –

Divorce 
Reforms

Policies 
that 

reinforce 
NF – Tax 

allowances

Creation 
of Welfare 

State

Feminist 
policies 
such as 

Equal Pay 
Act

Shared 
Parental 

Leave

Conclusion



Evaluate the claim that social policy over the last 30 years has been targeted at reinforcing traditional family  (20) 

Introduction –

Married 
Persons Tax 
allowance

Introductio
n of free 
childcare 

for working 
families

Cuts to 
welfare 
benefits

Same Sex 
Marriage

Creation of 
Child 

Support 
Agency

Conclusion


