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Global Development 
Topic Applied to areas (AO2) Analysis Evaluations

Development, 
underdevelopment and global 
inequality
- Modernisation
- Dependency
- Marxist
- Neo-liberal
- Post-development

Competing definitions and 
measurements of development
- Economic 
- Social 
- Human Development Index

Suggested Studies: 
Rostow, Frank, Escobar, Collier

All aspects of the specification 
consider theoretical views: 
- Aid and Trade 
- Industrialisation
- Urbanisation 
- Environment
- War/Conflict 
- Employment
- Education
- Gender 
- Health 
- Population 

Evaluate the contribution of…
- Marxist
- Modernisation 
- Neo-liberal 

Explain what each theoretical 
position suggests and how it 
impacts one development 

Use examples from throughout 
the course to develop your points 
– this shows deeper 
understanding

Explain how and why these 
theories suggest development 
and underdevelopment occurs

What is wrong with these 
ideas? 

What would other 
sociologists suggest? 

What do they not 
explain? 

How are they backed 
up/criticised by research?

Are there any 
alternatives? 



Global Development 
Topic Applied to areas (AO2) Analysis Evaluations

Globalisation and its influence on 
the cultural, political and 
economic relationships between 
societies
- Economic Globalisation 
- Political Globalisation 
- Cultural Globalisation 

Theoretical Approaches:
- Neo-liberals
- Marxists 
- Transformationalists

All aspects of the specification 
are influenced by the process of 
globalisation
- Trade
- Aid
- Education
- Employment 
- Gender
- Population
- Health 
- Conflict 
- Environment 
- Industrialisation 
- Urbanisation 

Pay particular attention to the 
role of Western values being 
promoted in the developing 
world as part of expansion of 
capitalism/modernisation

Be able to explain how 
globalisation occurs and the 
economic, social and political 
aspects of it. 

Be able to explain how it impacts 
on other aspects of development 
such as education and conflict 

What is wrong with these 
ideas? 

What would other 
sociologists suggest? 

What do they not 
explain? 

How are they backed 
up/criticised by research?

Are there any 
alternatives? 



Global Development 
Topic Applied to areas (AO2) Analysis Evaluations

The role of transnational 
corporations (TNCs), non-
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and international 
agencies in local and global 
strategies for development

Suggested Studies: 
Hoogvelt, Moyo, Ellwood

For TNCs 
Klein, Sklair, Froebel

NGOs 
Chambers, Edwards and Hulme, 
Bebbington et al

IGOs
Foster, Stiglitz, Buira

TNCs, NGOs and IGOS applied to: 
- Aid 
- Trade 
- Industrialisation 
- Debt 
- Environment 
- Education 
- Health 
- Employment 
- Population 
- Conflict 
- Gender

Be able to explain how agencies 
of development work and what 
are the impacts of their 
interventions 

Be able to explain further 
impacts of their interventions 
e.g. IGOS give aid, aid creates 
debt, debt leads to 
desertification and deforestation 
thus harming the environment 

What is wrong with these 
ideas? 

What would other 
sociologists suggest? 

What do they not 
explain? 

How are they backed 
up/criticised by research?

Are there any 
alternatives? 



Global Development 
Topic Applied to areas (AO2) Analysis Evaluations

Development in relation to aid 
and trade, industrialisation, 
urbanisation, the environment, 
and war and conflict

Suggested studies 
Hayter, Sachs, Cohen and 
Kennedy, Kingsbury, Ellwood, 
Kaldor, Duffield, Collier

- Aid 
- Trade 
- Industrialisation 
- Debt 
- Environment 
- Education 
- Health 
- Employment 
- Population 
- Conflict 
- Gender

Be able to explain different 
theoretical views on aid, trade, 
industrialisation, urbanisation, 
environment and conflict 

Be able to explain the processes 
of trade and aid and discuss their 
potential impacts on 
development 

Be able to discuss the importance 
of industrialisation and 
urbanisation on the process of 
development, and the impacts 
these process have, particularly 
the environment 

Explain reasons for conflicts, the 
impacts of conflict and the 
impacts of interventions

What is wrong with these 
ideas? 

What would other 
sociologists suggest? 

What do they not 
explain? 

How are they backed 
up/criticised by research?

Are there any 
alternatives? 



Global Development 
Topic Applied to areas (AO2) Analysis Evaluations

Employment, education, health, 
demographic change and gender as 
aspects of development

The changing nature of employment as a 
result of development.
Leonard, Elson and Pearson, Rostow

The role of education in development, 
including different education systems. 
Lerner, Sen, UNESCO Education for All 
Global Monitoring Report 2010

Health care systems and the nature of 
health and illness in developing countries. 
Cohen and Kennedy, WHO 2006 report, 
MacDonald

Trends, causes and significance for 
development of demographic change, 
including global population growth.
Malthus, Boserup, Adamson

The significance of gender in relation to 
development.
Leonard, Pearson, Van der Gaag

Application to all areas – be able 
to explain the links between 
separate areas: 
- Aid 
- Trade 
- Industrialisation 
- Debt 
- Environment 
- Education 
- Health 
- Employment 
- Population 
- Conflict 
- Gender

Be able to explain the processes 
of education, population growth, 
health, gender and employment 

Be able to demonstrate the 
impacts of aspects of 
development on the process of 
development 

Be able to explain the theoretical 
views on different aspects of 
development 

What is wrong with these 
ideas? 

What would other 
sociologists suggest? 

What do they not 
explain? 

How are they backed 
up/criticised by research?

Are there any 
alternatives? 



Global Overview

Concept Tick when 
Complete

Concept Tick when
Complete

Concept Tick when
Complete

Economic Measures Social Measures Human Development Index 

Economic Globalisation Cultural Globalisation Political Globalisation 

Modernisation Theory 
(Functionalist)

Dependency Theory (Marxist) World Systems Theory (Neo-
Marxist) 

Neo-Liberals (New Right) Post-Modern Post Development 

Aid Structural Adjustment Policies Trade

Free Trade IGOs NGOs

TNCs Causes of Debt Industrialisation

Urbanisation Environmental Problems Conflict

Education Employment Gender 

Health Population Deforestation 

Desertification Air and Water pollution Marginalisation Thesis

Exploitation Thesis Old Wars/New Wars Neo-liberals on Globalisation 

Transformationalists on
Globalisation 

Marxists on Globalisation Anti-Globalisation Movement 


