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Outline and explain two ways changes to household structures may impact on childhood 

experience. [10]  

One way changes to household structures may impact on childhood experiences is 

through the growth of reconstituted families. The Office for National Statistics suggest 

that 4 out of every 10 marriages in the UK are remarriages and that this has increased the 

likelihood of children growing up in a home with a non-biological parent. This has the 

potential to alter childhood experiences in a number of ways. On a positive note, it 

enables children from lone parent families to experience having two adults looking after 

them, and potentially increasing family income and standards of living. On the other 

hand, this may also bring conflict between both the child and their parent’s new partner, 

or the partners own children. Furthermore, there may be conflict between the child’s non-

resident biological parent and their resident parent’s new partner. There also may be a 

change in the organisation of the family, with the involvement of a new adult in the family, 

which may lead the child to experience insecurity, low self-esteem or even trauma, 

particularly if they have strong attachments to their non-resident parent.  

A second way in which changes to household structure may impact on childhood 

experiences is through the increase in beanpole or multi-generational families. Multi-

generational families are on the increase according to the Office for National Statistics. 

Financial reasons, such as families being unable to afford housing or health reasons, such 

as an elderly relative moving in with a family are often cited for the rise in beanpole 

families. This impacts on children’s experiences in a number of ways. Firstly, it may mean 

that they develop closer relationships with their grandparents, particularly if grandparents 

are involved in the day-to-day care of the child while parents are working. Furthermore, it 

could improve standards of living if, for example a lone parent has moved in with their 

family for financial support. Alternatively, it may place a burden upon the child if there is 

an expectation for them to provide support for an elderly relative that is in poor health.  
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Item A  

 

 

In recent years there has been a decline in the number of marriages. Sociologists have 

argued that these changes are the result of people’s greater individualism and their lack 

of belief in social institutions.   

 

 

2. Applying material from item A, analyse two reasons for the decline in marriage in 

contemporary society. [10]  

One reason for the decline in marriage in contemporary society is ‘people’s greater 

individualism’ (Item A). AS society moves into a late modern era, sociologists such as 

Giddens argues that there is greater individualism in society and that this impacts on 

people’s decisions about their relationships. Giddens argues that in late modern society, 

individuals have become more reflexive and continually look to improve themselves. As a 

result, in relationships, they have moved from romantic love, whereby they would look to 

find a partner that ‘completes them’ to confluent love, whereby partners fulfil certain 

needs that the individual has at that period of time. When these needs are not fulfilled or 

individuals’ needs alter, then individuals will look for another relationship – what Giddens 

referred to as serial monogamy. As a result, individuals are less likely to make a life-long 

commitment if they are unsure that their partner is the right person for them in the long-

term, resulting in a decline in marriage, but an increase in other forms of relationships 

such as cohabitation or living-apart-together relationships.  

A second reason for the decline in marriage in contemporary society is due to the ‘lack of 

belief in social institutions’ (Item A). As society has evolved from a religious to a secular 

society, the importance of social institutions such as religion has declined – leading to 

secularisation. As a result, people look to determine their own moral values rather than 

have them decided by religious institutions that have traditional values. The greater 

acceptance in society of people living together before marriage and sexual relationships 

before marriage can be reflected in the percent of children born to unmarried parents 

(51% in 2019). Further evidence for the secularisation of relationships can be seen by the 

decline of church weddings to less than 30% of all marriages, as people opt for 

alternatives to religious ceremonies. However, this does indicate that people still have a 

desire to get married, albeit not in a religious ceremony.  


