Subculturdl
Stories: Ella

Ella, a working-class 17-year-old from Manchester, felt
suffocated by her family’s financial struggles and
society’s rigid expectations. When she stumbled upon a
punk band’s gig in a small underground venue, something
clicked. The unapologetically loud music and anti-
establishment lyrics resonated deeply with her
frustrations. She quickly immersed herself in the punk
scene, dyeing her hair neon green and adorning her
clothes with safety pins and DIY patches.

Ella loved the rawness of punk fashion, which rejected
mainstream norms and symbolized resistance to
capitalism. It was liberating to express herself in a way
that challenged societal expectations. She also found
solidarity with others who, like her, were angry at the
system and wanted to make a statement.

Briefly outline sociological explanations for Ella joining a
punk subculture.




Subcultural
Stories: Ryan

Ryan, a 16-year-old middle-class boy from Brighton, felt
isolated at school. Struggling with anxiety and an
overwhelming sense of not belonging, he discovered emo
music through online forums. The deeply emotional lyrics
of bands like My Chemical Romance and their moody
aesthetic gave him a sense of validation.

Ryan embraced the emo style, dyeing his hair black and
dressing in skinny jeans and band tees. He found a
supportive online community of other emos who shared
their struggles and expressed themselves through art and
music. Emo culture allowed Ryan to explore his emotions
without fear of judgment.

Briefly outline sociological explanations for Ryan
becoming part of Emo culture




Subculturadl
Stories: Aisha

Aisha, a 17-year-old British-Pakistani girl from
Birmingham, always loved literature and art, particularly
works that explored themes of death and beauty. When
she met a group of goths at a local park, their elaborate
black attire and fascination with the macabre immediately
intrigued her.

She started attending goth nights at alternative clubs and
adopted their aesthetic, blending flowing black dresses
with traditional jewelry from her culture. In the goth
scene, she felt accepted and appreciated for her
individuality, something she rarely experienced in her
mainstream school.

Briefly outline sociological explanations for Aisha
becoming part of the Goth culture




Subcultural G .
Stories: Jamie wl} %

Jamie, an 18-year-old from London, grew up in a lower-
middle-class household with a love of retro styles. He
discovered mod culture through his grandfather’s stories
about the 1960s. Fascinated by the sharp suits, scooters,
and love of music like The Who, Jamie started attending
mod revival events.

He appreciated the meticulous fashion, which allowed
him to stand out while appearing polished. For Jamie,
being a mod wasn’t just about style—it was about
embodying ambition and sophistication, a way to rise
above his working-class roots.

Briefly outline sociological explanations for Jamie
becoming part of the Mod/Mode Revival subculture




Subculturdl
Stories: Callum

Callum, a 19-year-old mechanic from Glasgow, had always
admired his dad’s tales of riding motorcycles in the 1970s.
Drawn to the rebellious spirit, Callum bought a vintage
leather jacket and joined a group of rockers who spent
weekends fixing bikes and cruising the countryside.

Rock’n’ roll music became his soundtrack, and he
embraced the rugged aesthetic of leather and denim. For
Callum, the rocker lifestyle was a way to push back
against societal conformity and connect with like-minded
individuals who valued freedom.

Briefly outline sociological explanations for Callum
becoming part of the Rocker subculture




Subculturadl 'im
Stories: Mia i »

Mia, a 17-year-old girl from Bristol, fell in love with the
rave scene after attending an illegal warehouse party with
friends. From its euphoric music to its inclusive
atmosphere, she found a place where people of all
backgrounds came together to dance and escape.

She embraced the brightly colored rave fashion and the
ethos of peace, love, unity, and respect (PLUR). For Mia,
raving wasn’t just about music—it was about community
and escaping the pressures of exams and parental
expectations.

Briefly outline sociological explanations for Mia
becoming part of Rave culture.
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helping students understand society



Subculturadl
Stories: Darnell

Darnell, a 16-year-old Black boy from East London, grew
up surrounded by the sounds of grime. Artists like Skepta
and Stormzy spoke directly to his experiences of growing
up in a deprived area. Darnell began writing and
performing his own lyrics, using grime as a way to express
his frustrations about inequality and racism.

He loved the DIY ethos of grime, with its raw beats and
authentic lyrics. For Darnell, grime wasn’t just music; it
was a form of empowerment and resistance.

Briefly outline sociological explanations for Darnell
becoming part of Grime culture.
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