
PRIVATISING THE FAMILY 
Sociologists have suggested that the family has begun to privatise the functions once performed by the extended family.
While some research, such as that of the early industrial family by Wilmott and Young would suggest the extended family still
has it’s functions, Parsons would suggest that the nuclear family has become privatised - often outsourcing the functions the
extended family once performed to other social institutions. Compare the functions performed by the extended family (on
left) and suggest what other institutions might perform these functions in contemporary society.  
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Children in full-time education or the provision of
childcare either formally or informally 

Creation of NHS to provide healthcare for members
of the family 

State school system provides much of education
children require, even providing some functions of

primary socialisation 

If not through employment, this is
achieved through state welfare - often

dual income households in 21st century 

Initially through expressive role, although this
has been reduced through technology and for

higher earners through paying people to provide
services 


