
Skills in Sociology 
A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY



Starter – Match the definition 

Socialisation 

Culture 

Norms 

Values 

Identity

The ideas and self-concepts of a group or society in a particular place 

and time, passing from one generation to the next.

The rules or expectations that determine and regulate appropriate 

behavior within a culture, group, or society

A belief, ideal, or principle that a person or group has that determines 

what is correct, desirable, and proper.

The process of an individual or group learning the expected norms and 

customs of a group or society through social interaction.

An individual’s internal perception of their role in society 



The Big Question: How to achieve an A* grade in 

Sociology

Identify ways 
to record 

definitions of 
key terms 

Develop ways 
to organise 

your learning 

How to apply 
ideas to 

questions in 
sociology

Analyse key 
concepts and 

develop 
analytical skills

Illustrate how to 
evaluate 

explicitly, by 
juxtaposition 
and through 

debate

Write short, 
sophisticated 
and confident 

conclusions

E A*



Content

 Session 1 – Creating a glossary of key terms and how to take notes 

 Online glossaries 

 Key Terms within notes 

 Methods of notes taking

 Session 2 - Applying knowledge and understanding to questions

 How to make notes on application 

 Using mark schemes and indicative content 

 Using model answers 



Content 

 Session 3 – Analysing sociological research 

 Developing a sociological imagination 

 Storyboarding 

 Mind-mapping 

 Session 4 – Evaluation and conclusion 

 Evaluating the debate 

 Evaluating a contribution 

 Bringing in the contemporary 

 Finding the middle ground



Session 1 

Identify ways to record definitions of key 
terms 

Develop ways to organise your learning 



Creating a Glossary of key terms 

 It is important to understand the key terms in sociology even though there are no 
questions asking you to define key terms at full A level. Understanding what the key terms 
mean gives you confidence to express yourself in the certainty that you know what you 
are talking about. 

 It is also necessary when answering questions to show an examiner you know what the 
key terms mean, It also helps with the skill of application – as knowing what cultural 
capital or material deprivation are enables you to use them in questions appropriately. 

 There are some useful online glossaries that already exist:

 http://sociologydictionary.org

 https://revisesociology.com/sociology-concepts-definitions/

http://sociologydictionary.org/
https://revisesociology.com/sociology-concepts-definitions/


How to create your own glossary 

 From notes highlight key terms that you do not understand

 Use sociological websites to look up these key terms 

 Organise them by topic:

 Education 

 Theory and Methods 

 Family 

 Crime 

 Global Development 



Note taking - methods

 https://www.goconqr.com/en/examtime/blog/4-note-taking-strategies/

 https://www.facebook.com/buzzfeednifty/videos/10155688194143958/

https://www.goconqr.com/en/examtime/blog/4-note-taking-strategies/
https://www.facebook.com/buzzfeednifty/videos/10155688194143958/


Cornell Method 

 This method of note taking was devised for 
students at Cornell University in the USA

 This format is often suggested to students who 
need to produce summaries of key ideas

 It is particularly useful for taking notes from 
lectures

 It ensures that you actively engage with the 
material, and aids recall

 It can be very useful when it comes to 
preparing and revising for exams



Highlighting key terms within notes 

 Highlighting is one of the most often 
used methods, but is also over-used. 

 Only highlight key terms and concepts

 In Crime handbook – try highlighting key 
terms of Durkheim’s view on crime

 For A level Year 1, skim through intro to 
Sociology handbook and highlight key 
terms 



Spider-grams 

 Use colour

 Sketch out details – this will help you to 
remember 

 Change size, case and colour of key 
terms so they stand out 

 Try and create a spider-gram of 
Functionalist View of Family (Year 2) or 
Introduction to Sociology key terms 
(Year 1)





Organising Yourself 

 There are 3 separate exams for A level Sociology – ideally you should have 

three folders: 

Paper 1
Education 

Research Methods 
Methods in Context

Past Papers

Paper 2
Families and Households

Global Development
Past Papers  

Paper 3
Crime and Deviance
Theory and Methods

Past Papers



This year…

A level Year 2

 Lessons split into 2x 1.5 hour (Crime 

and Global Development) and 2 x 1 

hour

 1 Hour will be staged repetition of last 

years content

 1 hour will be exam skills and 

application in Sociology

A level Year 1

 3 x 1.5 hour classes 

 2 x 1.5 hour classes will be Education 

and Family 

 1 x 1.5 hour class with be Theory and 

Methods 



Session 1 

Identify ways to record 
definitions of key terms 

Develop ways to organise 
your learning 

Identify 2 things you are going to do to keep yourself organized this year


