
MEDIA REPRESENTATIONS 
OF ETHNICITY 

Van Dijk (1991) 3 ways ethnic  Minority groups are represented in media:
1. As criminals 

2. As a threat to society 
3. as less important than whites  

Hall (1981) Representation Theory
The media transmits a dominant ideology  that leads the audience to 
interpret messages about ethnic minorities and leads them to form 
stereotypical ideas of that culture  

Back (2002) 
Protests and unrest associated with ethnic minority groups is 
criminalised by the media through langauge such as 'riots' 

Hargrave (2002) 
Fictional media overrepresents black males as criminals while 
reporting of Islamic fundamentalism marginalises ordinary muslims in 
society  

Ligali (2006) 
BLack victims are perceived as being less important and receive less 
attention than white  victims of similar crimes


